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SUBJ: PRESS STORIES ON ISRAEL- JORDAN CONTACTS 

1. PRESS STORIES CONCCERNING RECENT ISRAELI- JORDANIAN CONTACTS 
AND GOVT DENIALS PERSIST OVER LAST PEW DAYS. 

2. HAARETZ JAN 24 ATTRIBUTING INPORMATION TO OPPOSITION SOURCES 
SUGGESTED THAT DEPTY PRIMIN ALLON 

MAY HAVE HELD MEETINGS WITH 

KING HUSSEIN. ON SAME DAY, DAVAR REPORTED THAT HIGH LEVEL 
CONTACTS REDENTLY HAD BEEN HELD BETWEEN ISRAEL AND JORDAN, 

WHILE YEDIOT AHARONOT CARRIED DENIALS BY "AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES." 

3. IN HAARETZ JAN 28, COMMENTATOR DAN MARGALIT SPECULATED 
THAT WEAK DENIALS PROM JERUSALEM ABOUT ISRAEL- JORDAN CONTACTS 
OVER SEPARATION OP FORCES STRENGTHENED VIEW THAT NEGOTIA- 
TIONS ARE IN PULL SWING. HE NOTED AS "NO COINCIDENCE"THAT LIKUD 
LEADER MENAHEM BEGIN IN KNESSET SPEECH WARNED AGAINST 
WITHDRAWALS ON JORDANIAN FRONT AND SECRET DIPLOMACY. 

BEGIN NOTED THAT HE HAD BEEN MEMBER OP GOVT WHEN PIRST 
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FAR GOVT CAN GO WITH PLANS BEFORE BRINGING THEM TO KNESSET 
FOR APPROVAL. 

4. HAARETZ JAN 29 REPORTED STORY FILED FROM CYKPRUS BY 

JAY BUSHINSKY, FOREIGN CORRESPONDDENT RESIDENT IN ISRAEL, ON 
MEETING BETWEEN DEPUTY PRIMIN ALLON WITH KING HUSSEIN 
ON ABOUT JAN 19 IN AQABA, WITH SECRETARY OE STATE HENRY 
KISSINGER PARTICIPATING OR PRESENT IN THE VICINTY. SIMILAR 
STORY, QUOTING BRITISH NEWSPAPER, IS CARRIED IN AFTEMOON 
PRESS. 

5. DENIAL OF GOI CONTACTS WITH JORDAN BY MINISTER WITHOUT PORT- 
FOLIO ISRAEL GAT .II I CARRIED BY HAARETZ ALONGSIDE REPORT ON 
RUMORED MEETING. GALILI REPORTEDLY TOLD NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY 
THAT THERE HAS NOT BEEN NOR WILL THERE BE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS WITH JORDAN EXCEPT WITHIN FRAMEWORK OF GENEVA 
CONFERENCE. 

6. HAARETZ JAN 30 CONTINUED SPECULATION ON ISRAEL- JORDAN 
CONTACTS WITH STORY BASED ON WEST BANK SOURCES DENYING 
RECENT ALLON-HUSSEIN CONTACT, ALLEGING JORDAN-ISRAEL 
UNDERSTANDING THAT THERE WILL NOT BE SEPARATION OP FORCES 
AGREEMENT ALONG LINES OP EGYPTIAN-ISRAEL AGREEMENT AND 
CLAIMING THAT JOINT MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC WORKING GROUPS 
WILL BE ESTABLISHED IN MARCH OR APRIL. 

7. COMMENT: SPECULATION RE POSSIBLE SECRET JORDAN-ISRAEL 
CONTACTS TOUCHES ONEXTREMELY SENSITIVE PLITICAL ISSUE. EVEN 
SUSPICIONS OF TENTATIVE UNDERSTANDING RGARDING FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS 
ON JORDAN WEST BANK COULD IGNITE HEATED DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
CONTROVERSRY SINCE LIKUD (OR AT LEAST PARTS THEREOP) AND NATIONAL 
RELIGIOUS PARTY 

ARE OPPOSED TO RETURN OF WEST BANK. SPATE OF 
RUMORS ON ISRAEL- JORDAN CONTACTS MAY ALSO MAKE MORE 
DIFPICULT TASK OF MRS. MEIR INFORMING NEW COALITION 
GOVERNMENT. 
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